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General Descrivtion of the Project

- The applicant seeks to appropriate 4250 gallons per day,
year-round, from an unnamed spring located within the 3W: Nii of
Section 18, T6N R1LW, SBB&M. The spring is tributary via Dowd
Canyon to San Francisguite Canyon, in Los Angeles County. The
project includes a concrete dam 2 feet high by 4 feet long at the
point of diversion and a l-inch pipeline 500 feet long. The water
is wanted for domestic use at a dwelling occupied by 4 pecple and
for watering an appurtenant half-acre garden. The applicant states
that he owns the place of use but that the proposed point of diver-
sion is on go#ernmﬁnt land, |

Protest

 The Rancho Green Valley Water Company, Inc., by J. Moss,
its president, protests the application, alleging:
"These are head springs that are contributory to certain
wells nearby that serve over 100 homes with water daily.
Any further stoppage of water and detouring of these
springs would jeopardize the supply of water now lssued
to the 100 families and hundreds of other property owners
whe intend to build in this area. There are water lines.
fronting Max Wurster's ‘property and he is eligible to
Hroceive water if he so w1shes n 7
 'The pratestant claims a right to-the use of water. from the same g
source by'virtus_of_riparian ownership aud prior use. It claims
. that use has been continuous since 1925, over 25,000 gallbns paf

-.daj having been utilized, over 100 homes served. It states that
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its point of divérsion is located within the Sﬁﬁ NEz of Section.ls,'
TON R14LW, SBB&H, states that its protest may be disregarded and dis-
missed "in the event that water system goes dry or denied.the right
to connect thereto.!
Answer
- - The applicant answers the protest bf letter dated January 21,
1953. The letter contains, among others, the following statements:

"The natural flow of the unnamed spring was detoured in 1925,
This spring is on government property and was previously

used by the Mount Jupiter water Company and has been abandoned
since June, 1949, when it was ccondemned for oublic use by the
Los Angeles County Health Authority. At the present time

this spring is dirty; it runs into an ¢ld tank which is full
of holes and thence into.a 2-inch pipe which is broken. At
present this leak is on the property of Hans A. Wurster. I
intend to clean the spring and install new pipe.”

"I do not believe the use of the spring would jeopardize the
flow of water into wells of Rancho Green Valley Water Company
vhich are approximately 1 mile below the spring., There are -
other wells and a spring between said spring and Rancho Green
Valley Water Company wells .... None of these people protest
my application." : '

"] ... 0w ... 0,63 acres of land on which I intend to start
building a house for my family of 4 as soon as water is
available. Also I intend to plant a one-half acre domestic
garden ...." - ' :

"I have an easement to ¢ross the property of Hans A, Wurster:
and a written easement from the Los Angeles County Road :
- Department has been aprlied for to run the pipe approx-
imately 231 feet along county road. I do not have to cross
' any other property." = . : .




Field Investigation

The applicant and the protestant with the apprroval of the
Department having stipulated to the submittal of the application and
protesf upon the officiai records of the Department, a field investiga-
tion was conducted on July 24, 1953 by an engineer Qf the Divisionf
'~ The applicant was present and the protestant was represented during
the iﬁvestigation.

Records Relied Uvon

Applications 10981, 11100, 14236, 15068 and all data and

information on file thérewith.'

Information Szcured by Field Investigation

Extracts from the report of the field investigation of
July 24, 1953 are as follows:

- "The source of the proposed diversion is the same as Spring
Ne. 2 under Application 10981, Permit 6420, of the Rancho
Green Vallsy Water Company. It is a developed seepaze in
shattered decomposed sranite in a small draw on a steep
northerly shoulder of Mount Jupiter."

- WMp, Wurster developed the spring for a predecessor of the
Rancho Green Valley Water Company. It has a short tunnel
~ about' five feet by five feet in section by about six feet
" long with a six foot by four foot concrete bulk head across
- the entrance and a timber cover.  From the spring about
140 feet of 1 inch pipe ... leads to an old ‘dilapidated
“ 7500 gallan galvanized tank." _

"Flow was measured at tha tank at 0.37 gallons per minute or .
about 535 gallons per day. Mr. Wurster stated that the flow
from the spring was considerably below normal,., Eight of the

past nine preclpltatlon seasons have been considerably below
norml oaoo b




"Mr. Wurster owns about 0,63 acre of unimproved property
that is cutside of but contiguous to the lands served by
the Water Company. iHe plans eventually to mske the place
his permanent home and desires wat er at present to grow
trees on the place."

"The spring for the proposed appropriation is undoubtedly in

‘a faulted area, so the sizs of the contributory area is not
determinate. It lies above Spring No. 1 of rrotestant covered
by Application 10981 and also above Andrew Wurster's spring,
covered by Application 11100, License 3461, and further develop-
ment of it would probably be reflected in a decrease of flow

in the lower springs.”

"The protestant has Application 10981, Permit 6420, covering
three springs on the northerly slopes of Mount Jupiter. Also
two wells near the confluence of Dowd and San Francisquiteo
Canyons, ahout one mile westerly of the proposed diversion.
The springs apparently have not been connected to the system
since about 1948 ... . Their supply presently is from the two
wells,"

The report of the field investigation of July 2L, 1953 states also that

the protestant has applied to the California Public Utilities Commission
for a cerfificaté of cohwenience and necessity and then guotes from a

. report rendered by that agency upon Rancho Green Valley Water Company, .
-dated May 22, 1953 as follows: |

%5, La Jolla Lodge Company, a corporation, was the orlgnnal sub-
: divider and recorder of the seven tracts comprls1ng the
service al'ea D Y .

ng, The first installation of mains was reportedly made by
.. William Leslie, an individual, in 1938, The applicant, :
‘Manuel Moss, purchased the water system in 1941. The water
system was operated under the name. of Mount Jupiter water
Gompany; a corporation, from 19&4 to 1951. :

"7, The Company obtains its water sunply from a Hell situated
. at the southerly end of Calle Cascada known as Bennett
. Well . . . It sen produces 125 gallons per minute.



g, A well owned by Mr. Manuel Moss, known as Lake Well is con-.
nected to the system for standby vurpcses. This well is-
... equipped with 2 ... rump ... producing 100 G.F.M,

® * #*
8171 ,There are 136 service. comnections and all are metered.

# % *

n2. Evidence of unsatisfactory service waé manifest in some
parts of the system, Sixty-eight consumers ... are fur-
nished water through a 2-inch main ....%

The report of field investigation contains other statements as fol-
lows:

"The hearing (before the Cormission) on the apﬁlication was
held on June 4, 1953, but the decision has not been ren-
dered."

"The Bennett Well is on the cone abouit equal distance from
the two channels and the Lake Well is on the right bank of
Dowd Canyon. The watershed above the wells contains about.
1750 acres in San Francisquito and 2430 acres in Dowd Canyon,
it has a mcderate heavy covering of brush and the average
precipitation is about 18 inches, At the time of the inves~
tigation there was no surface flow in either stream above the
wells but both canyons show evidence of underflow. Rising
water appeared inDowd Canyon, opposite Lake Well and attained
a voluma of about one—cuarter cubic foot per second within a
quarter of a mile downstream." '

"Prior to a brush fire that burned most of the northerly por-
tion of the watershed in 1933 and a flood in 1934, there was
rising water in Dowd Canyon about oné and one-half milea
above the well. It was stated that the flocd filled the _
area with sand and there has been no surface water since but
willow and watergrass growth indicates that water 13 not far

~‘below the surface. -

HThe area is subd1v1ded into about 1770 1ots and Mr. Mbss said .
_ most of them have been sold. He claims that there are 1%
services at present and more houses are being constructed.
Present use of water averages about 25,000 gallons per day
during the summer season. Use will undoubtedly increase,"

=6~



"There is no house on the applicantts property.!

9The home of Hans Wurster is connected to the protestant's

e

system. "

%“He has a t emporary permit from the Hoad Department and the
Forest Service apparently has intimated that right of
access would be granted if water right is granted by the
Division.®

"The well is on his father's property and is noted in the
inspection report of Application 11100."

"The protestant has a permit to the spring under Applica-
tion 10981, Permit 6420, for 15,000 gallons per day.

Mr. Wurster stated that he waited until he was sure that
water had not been used for a period of three years before
he made his application."

Tt is doubtful that the spring can be developed to produce
the 15,000 gallons per day under the present permit."

- Information from Other Sources

Other applications to appropriate from the same or nearby

sources. are as follows:

Application 10981, Permit 6420, Rancho Green Valley, Inc. for 30,000
gailons per déy, jear;round; from'springs designated as 3pring No. 1,
Spring No. 2 and Spring Nb, 3, all lqcaﬁed within the.SW% NEZ of Sec~
tion 18, T6N Rihw SBB&M, 'f6r domestic and reCreational ﬁurposes; The
ftime uithln which to camplete construction'work and application of the
.uater to beneflclal use is under current -extension to December l 1955._
Of the 30,000 gallons par day souzht not to excead 15,000 are to be
'apprqpriated from Spring No. 1, 12,000 from Spring No. 2 and 15,000 '
-ffom,Spring'No. 3. A report of an inspection on April 29, léAB, of

‘the project under Application 1098l contains these statements:



"The source is three unnamed springs on the north slope of
Mount Jupiter, lying from 50 to 200 feet above the valley
floor of Dowd Canyon .... Srring Ho., 2 liss .., approx-
imtely 100 feet SQutheaStEI‘ly nf ... pr‘ing NHoa 1 sase

WAt the time of inspection the combined captured flow of
Springs No. L and No, 2 was approximately 2,000 gallons
per day ce..’

In the same report it is stated that the full capacity of the springs
has not been developed. A report of a second inspection, made on
June 22, 1950, sets forth in part:

Mhe flow of the springs was considerably below the flow
previously reported and Mr. Estes (maintenance man )
stated the flow was not over 10 per cent of normal.”

' "Springs No. 1 and No. 2 are presently not comnected to
‘the tank as there is disagreement as to the ownership
of the property on which the tank is located.”

"Precipitatidn_in the area has been considerably below
normal for over 5 years .

A report of a third inspection made on June 16, 1953, contains state-

wments as follows:

None of the springs were connected into the system and
flow was not measured.”

nTt does not appear that water from the springs has been |
used for several years .... Water ... from springs No. 1
and No. 2 will reguire boosting.”

‘WThe name of the company has been changed from Mount Jupiter
Mutual Water Company to Rancho Green Valley, Inc. with Mr,

' Moss remaining the principal stockholder. The company has.
an application to become a public utility pending ... and

the decision of the commission should be forthcoming some- 3
tima: thls fall."

nur. Hbss stated that after the certificate ... is received

from the ... Commission ... the sprxugs uill agaln be con=
nected into the system.




Application 131100, Permit ALS9, License L6, indrew Wurster, 10,080

_gallons per day, Jear—round from an unnamed spring within the Nwe N ’
of Section 18, Té&N, R1l4W, SBB&M, for domestic purposes including garden
irfigation. The application was not protested. The épring is situated
probably 100 feet northerly from the spring filed upon under Application

| 15068. TIts yield on May 25, 1949, is reported to have been 1.04 gallons
per minute; cn an unstated day in July, 1945, 7.0 gallons per minute,

Application 14236, Permit 9104, United 3States ~ Angeles National Forest,

9700 gallons per day, year-round, from an unnamed spring within the SWg
SW% of Section 17, T6N R14¥, for domestic and recreational purposes and
thg irrigation of 3 acres. The spring in question_appears to be lécaﬁed
some 0,8 miie southeastef}y from the spring filed upon under Application
15068, Application 14236 was protested by Rancho Green Valley Water
Company and others. It was heard and, in due course, approved. Testi~
. mony by District Ranger Leland E. Berrimén, United States Forest Service,
at the hearing in the matter of Application 14236, included certain_state;
ments théﬁ are pertinent also to the matter of Application 15068, these |
being to the effect that the area tributary to the [rotestant's wélls'is
_ZAOO acres in extent, of which 500 acres are in private ownership, the
_ rémaindér-being'government land, that'the dréinage area has allight-cover—'
..ing of" chemlse on the south exposed. slopes and a medlum covering on the. |
' narth slopes, that elevations within the drainage area range from about

2975 tg about 4500 feet, that rainfall for 3.75 Fear perlod ‘has averaged

‘18 inches, that of the Green Valley Water Company's two wells the upper




- one, known as ithe Benﬁett well, is being pumped, that some water from
the spring filed'upon by the Forest Service would eventually reach the '
two wells mentioned if not intercepted, ﬁhat some of the flow from the
sﬁring would be used by vegetation or would evaporate, that the water
table was low in 1950 but has since risen 10 or 12 feet, that at the

present time (Februarj‘ZT, 1952) it is some 20 feet lower than normal.

Discussion
The protestant's contention in its protest that the appropria-
tion of 4250 gallons per day sought by the applicant would jeopardize
.the water supply serving 100 families is unsupported by the evidence.
True, the ground slopes déwnmard from the spring filed upon to the pro-
tqstant's msin sources of supply (Bennett Well and Lake Well) and that
is an indication that ground water also moves ffcm the vicinity of the
spring to the vicinity of the Qells. HQWevef, the distance between
~ spring an& welis scales some.d.9 nile, a distance that water may
scarcely be expected to travel underground in a shorter time than
usuallj elapses from the end of one rainy season to the beginning of
the-hext. Furthermore, 4250 gallons per day, the amount sought by the
'appliﬁaﬁt- is equivaienﬁ to but A.?S'acreafeet per year and the dirér;
" sion and utillzatlcn of that amount in the manner . proposed obvmously
-would have hut sllght effect upen water table elevat1ons prevalent 0.9_

mile downstream in a widening valley.

-10=-



While not mentioned by the protestant as a basis of

objection, a deterrent to the unqualified approval of Application
15068 exists in the fact that the protestant already holds a permit

to appropriate from the spring filed upbn by the applicant. Evideﬁce
is lacking that the spring will yield as much as the two filings call
" for. While the applicant contends that the protestant has abandoned
the spring as a source of supply, Mr. Meoss, signer of the protgst, is
quoted by the investigator as stating in effecf that the springs (of
which the spring in.question is one) will be connected inte the pro-
testant's system when a certain certificéte (as & public utility) is
received; that the protestant company's épplication for such certifica-
tion is pending and that favorable actlon thereon is expected shortly.
The protestant's permit to appropriate (Permit 6420) is under current
extension to December 1, 1955. It covers an_approprlation of 30,000
,galloﬁs per'day'of which nct to exceed 12,000 gallons per day may be
drawn from the spring from which Applicant Wurster seeks to approprl—
ate. The facts that water from the spring in question has not been
_used Ior 3 years and/or that it was condemned for public use by a
health authority, alleged in the applicant's answer to the protest,

do- not. invalidate Permit 6420 or prevent the protestant from putting

~ the project under that permzt into full: operaticn provided only that

it does so within the allotted time or within such extension thereof

as my, for gcod_cause shown, be grant_ed,




The elapsed time since Application 10981 was approved

{August 10, 1945), the discontinuance of diversion from the spring
after it had once been bfought into overation and the statement that
.the resumption of diversion from the spring is contingent upon certain
action bff a public commission all suggest that further delay, perhsps
considerable, may occur Before the protestant water company again puts

water from the spring in question to beneficial use,

Summary and Conclusions

The applicant seeks to appropriate 4,250 gallons pér day,
‘jea.r-round, from a certain s'pz"ing in Los Angeles County. The applica-
- tion is protested by Rancho Green Valley Water Company, which alleges
that, diversions from the s-ources filed upon would jeopardize the yield
of 2 wells upon whicﬁ protestant depgnds for the supply of water to 100
homea, The applicant ass.erts that water from thg spring uﬁs cnce used
by Mount Jupiter Water Company (protestmt;s predecessor), that use was
discontinued in 1949 and that the spring was condemned as a source of
supply for public use. | |
| . The field intestigation of July 24, 1953 disclosed. among -
':'.ot.'har I_ tﬁiﬁga that the spring filed upon by Applicant Wurster is the EI
same apri_;ag__as' the one 'de'signated' Spring No. 2 in Application 10981 -
Permit 6420 now sﬁandin_g in the name of Ranc'ho.' Green Valley; Inc., |

that the spring has been developed ‘but is not now in use, that it was




yielding 0.37 gallon per minute on the date of the investigation,
that that figure may be less than normal, precipitation in recent
years having been subnormai, that the spring apparently has not
been connected with the protestant's water system since 1948, that
the protestant's system is supphed by two wells - Bennett Well and
Lake Well - situated about 1 mile westerly of the applicant's proposed
diversion_. According to the report of the same investigation, the |
pr.otesta.nt has applied to the California Public Utilities Commission
fdr a certificaﬁe of convehience and necessity, the hearing before
that agency was held on Junse 24, 1953, the decision has not been
rendered,

The report of an inspection on June 16, 1953 of the project
under Application 10981 Permit 6420 contains statements to the effect
"that none of the springs were at that time connected into the system,
that amounts lssuing from the springs therefore weré not measur_ed,
that the company (Rancho Green Valley Inc.) is seelking certificatien
_aé a public utility and that (according to Mr. Moss) whén the certif-
-‘icate {as a public utility) is received the springs will again 'bé.
connected into t.he system.

_ Other relevan!b circwnstancea are that the allegation tha.t. :
the diversion proposad by ‘the applicant wuld affect tha yield of thoi“.'
.proteatant.'s wells is not supported by evidence and that the time -
uit.hir; ..which to complete construction and application of water to
Benefici‘al use under api:ar-o#e_d Applicati_.o'n 10981 has been extended -

- to December 1, 1955. | |



The circumstances point to the conclusion that the yield

of the spring in gquestion is insufficient to satisfy demands under

both Application 10981 Permit 6420 and Application 15068, that diver-
sions under Application 1098l Permit 6420 were begun but have been
disconﬁinued,rthat an unknown but possibly considerable time may

elapse béfbre diversion under that application is resumed and that
until such diversion is resﬁmsd_the spring waters may be taken and

used in the manner proposéd in Application 15068 with benefit to

the holder.thefeof and without injury to the protestant Rancho Green
Valley Water Company. In view of that conclusion it is the opinion of -
‘this office that Application 15068 should be approved and permit issued,
subject to the usual terms and conditions and subject {0 a special term
and condition emphasizing the subordination of Application 15068 to the
prior filing on the same source under Application 1098) Permit 6420.

o0o

CRDER

: Application 15068 for a permit to appropriate water having
been filsd with the Divisian of Water Resourcss as above stated, a.
protest having been Iiled, a fleld 1nvestigation having beea conducted

‘and the State Enginear now being fully infor-sd'in the premises.




1T IS HEREST ORDERED that Application 15068 be approved

and that a permit be issued to the appllcant, subject to such of
the usuzl terms and conditions as may be appropriate and subject
to the following specizl term and condition, to wit:
Issnance of this permit shall not operate to the '
prejudice of the prior right held by Rancho Green Valley,
Inc., under Aonln.catlon 10981 Permit 6420.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Department of Public

Works of the State of California this __ 25th day of October, 1954

. -"‘«'? .
4;],?\0 { Hil i
A. D. Edmonston ¢
State Engineer




